
FreeCEN Newsletter – July 2025

Hello All

Welcome to the FreeCEN newsletter for June 2025, and 49 new pieces have 
been added to the website since the last edition, around 183,000 entries 
between these pieces. Details at the end of this newsletter.

These newsletters are sent on a monthly basis, and are usually sent out 
around the 4th of the month.

Congratulations to the Cardiganshire team of transcribers as they have 
reported that the 1841 census for the county is now complete with all pieces 
for year available to search on the website.
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Contribution Guidelines

Contributions are welcome, and all received are considered. These should be 
emailed to chris.mahoney@freeukgenealogy.org.uk

They can be in any format, but I do have two particular requests with 
contributions.

1. Please do include a scanned image of the census record referred to (if 
appropriate) along with relevant source information (i.e. piece number, 
folio number, page number, and schedule number

2. With any images, please include separate copies of these attached to 
your email (much easier to work with than copying one out of your 
article)

Previous FreeCEN Newsletters

Past editions of the newsletter are now available to download from the 
FreeCEN website. Or go to the “About” tab, and then look on the right hand 
side under “See Also”.

The previous twelve are there now, all in downloadable PDF format (can also 
be read in some internet browsers).

Older editions available on request.
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Messages from Denise Colbert

(Chief Operating Officer, Free UK Genealogy CIO)

We’re excited to announce FreePROBATE, Free UK Genealogy’s first fully 
homegrown project. We’ve held an almost complete set of historic Probate 
books for several years, and now have the foundations in place to turn them 
into a fully searchable, open-access resource. The project will use OCR 
(Optical Character Recognition) to extract text from scanned images, with 
volunteers using specialist editing software to correct and enhance the 
output. We expect this hybrid approach will significantly speed up the process 
while maintaining high standards, in line with our Quality, Value & Growth  .   
The resulting search engine will be more powerful and flexible than the 
currently available alternatives, allowing users to search for records using 
place, executor, occupation etc. 

We hope to be able to achieve 80–90% accuracy at initial release, meaning 
that FreePROBATE will offer a rich, high-quality dataset: a valuable new tool 
for family historians, academic researchers, and anyone exploring the past. 

Finally, a date for your diaries. After the success of our Strategy Weekend in 
2023  ,   , we decided to get together every other year to strengthen our 
community and further our goals. The follow-up is planned for the first 
weekend in October in Birmingham, UK and we’d love for you to join us in 
person if possible, or virtually if not. So please save the date! 

With thanks for everything you do for FreeREG and Free UK Genealogy, 

Denise Colbert, 

Chief Operating Officer, Free UK Genealogy CIO 
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FreeCEN Vacancies

If you are interested in becoming one of our county coordinators, then this is 
for you as we have some roles that we would like to fill. Experience at 
transcribing, and proofreading for FreeCEN is preferable. Help and support is 
available if needed.

We have the following vacancies at present:

Hereford:
County has been inactive for a while so no active transcribers at this time. 
One year is fully transcribed with some pieces from other years also 
complete. We do have scans we can supply you with.

Nottingham:
County has five years fully transcribed, with a sixth only needing a few pieces 
proofread before that one is complete. There are a small number of 
transcribers working on the remaining two years. We do have scans we can 
supply you with.

Sussex:
County has no coordinator at present, and has been vacant for a while, so no 
active transcribers at this time. Three years are fully transcribed, with another 
close to it. Some of the uploaded pieces however do need re-validating (but 
we may already have someone to do these re-validations). We do have scans 
we can supply you with.

If you are interested in taking on these counties, or would like to know more, 
then do let us know.
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Alias Names

(From various coordinators)

Alias names are a reference to those people who have been enumerated with 
two, or more names, something that does happen on occasions across all 
three of Free UK-Genealogy's projects.

Here are some samples from The Royal Naval Shipping piece RG9_4434 of 
1861:

Sample One:

Entry reads Gabret Fitzgerald (alias Chas Connor). For purpose of 
transcribing, it has been transcribed twice, once under the Gabret Fitzgerald 
name, and the second under the Chas Connor name.

Sample Two:

Entry reads Richd Smith (alias Henry). We have transcribed this one twice 
also, first time with Richd Smith as the name, and the second with Henry 
Smith as the name.
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Sample Three:

Entry reads Willm Auckett (alias Aucock). Again this has been transcribed 
twice, first with William Aukett as the name, and the second with William 
Aucock as the name.

Sample Four:

This sample comes from FreeBMD, marriages of 1932 in which we have 
several entries where two names for the spouse have been enumerated. Just 
looking at the Harry Kanter entry, again transcribed twice, first time with 
Russel as surname of the person they married, and the second with Brooke 
as the surname of the person they married.

The reason why we do such entries twice (or more) is simple enough. If a 
researcher were to go looking for one of the names in such entries, and is 
only aware of that one name, but not any of the others, then by having such 
entries transcribed twice (or more) ensures that regardless of which of the 
names a person searches for, all possibilities will appear in the search results.

Such entries will also have visible notes to link the two.
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Searching for vessels in the census

(From Ali Hill)

It was recently pointed out that searching for vessels in the general census in 
FreeCEN could be hampered by the fact that, on transcription, the ED for 
merchant shipping has often not been entered as 0#8. This is most common 
for inland vessels, which are usually entered at the end of an ED.

Shown is an example of this, entered at the end of RG10_4496 ED9 F63 (not 
yet transcribed) which will need to be entered with ED 0#8.

Also, at the time, this vessel was wrongly assigned to RG10_4496 ED9, as 
this linked to Allerton, Bradford YKS, which is at the top of a hill, making any 
search result even more puzzling! It should have been assigned to Allerton 
Bywater YKS and would need a note to this effect.
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Place of Interest - Keelmen's Hospital Newcastle upon Tyne

(From Mike Simpson)

Keelmen's Hospital - a place of interest found while working on 
Northumberland 1851 Piece HO107_2407 folio 206.

Almshouses were constructed in 1701 for keelmen and keelmen's widows. 
The building was last used as student accommodation but is now vacant and 
disused. A partnership project between Newcastle City Council, Tyne and 
Wear Building Preservation Trust and Historic England was formed in 2023, 
to establish the condition of the existing building and develop proposals for 
bringing the building back into use.

Ref Historic England.org.uk

(Keelmen's Hospital today)
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Notable People - Joseph Philip ROBSON

(From Mat Bryan)

In HO107_2407 ED10 Folio 284 Page 24 there is this record, SN 108, 
Manors, ROBSON, Joseph Philip 42, arthur poetry & belles letters from 
NBL, Newcastle on Tyne.

(extract of piece HO107_2407 with the Robson family)

A search reveals this link cbladley.com. He was 
known as the "Bard of the Tyne and Minstrel of 
the Wear" and published many poems and songs. 

(Portrait of Joseph Robson)
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Place of Interest – The Holy Jesus Hospital Newcastle Upon 
Tyne

(From Mike Simpson)

The Holy Jesus Hospital, Newcastle upon Tyne - a place of interest found 
while working on Northumberland 1851 Piece HO107_2407 (folio 286)

The Holy Jesus Hospital is a working office in Newcastle upon Tyne, England, 
in the care of the National Trust. It is a Grade II* listed building.

The site of the hospital has been in use for 700 years helping the 
townspeople. There was an Augustinian Priory on the site from the thirteenth 
century, then an almshouse for housing retired freemen, then a soup kitchen 
was built next to the almshouse in the nineteenth century, before the site 
acquired its current function as a working office. The building also serves as 
the base for the Inner City Project of the National Trust. This project takes 
people of ages 12–25 and over 50 out to the countryside in order to increase 
appreciation of the city's natural surroundings.
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The building is of architectural interest because it still retains architectural 
elements from many previous centuries, including a 14th-century sacristy wall 
and 16th-century tower connected with the King's Council of the North. It is 
also one of only two intact 17th-century brick buildings that survive in the city, 
the other being Alderman Fenwick's House.

Ref. Wikipedia - Holy Jesus Hospital

(The Holy Jesus Hospital as it is today)
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The 1921 Census

(From Chris Mahoney)

Surprises can be found while working on pieces, but one I came across that 
required several looks were two complete schedules from the 1921 census in 
the midst of the scans for an 1871 piece in Merioneth Wales.
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How, or why they are there is anyone's guess. The family on this return 
(Jessie Cheeseman and two children) and the family on the other return 
(Charles Richardson with wife Elaine) do not have any noticeable links to 
anyone anywhere in the 1871 piece the scans were found in.

I had also considered the possibility that these were just sample pages often 
found at the start of many enumeration districts, and these two 1921 
schedules were at the start of an enumeration district in the 1871 piece I am 
working on along with the standard 1871 enumerator instructions), but there 
were differences between the handwriting of the two returns, and to me, the 
writing was not neat enough to be sample pages.

I also had someone search for these two families on a commercial website 
which has the scans and transcripts, and while some possibilities for various 
individuals were found, none were close enough to match the two returns.

And just for curiosity for those not yet familiar with the 1921 census, below 
are the remaining two scans of the schedule with the Cheeseman family.
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In case it is asked, FreeCEN is planning on transcribing the 1921 census, but 
work in preparation for this is still in the very early stages, and it will be some 
time before it is ready.

Remember that we still have plenty of pieces from earlier years that need 
transcribing, or proofreading, and have coordinators with scans willing to 
allocate them to you.
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Pieces Uploaded June 2025

County Year Piece Location Civil Parishes
Number 
of Entries

Anglesey 1851 HO107_2521 Llandyfrydog
Coedana, Llanallgo, Llanbedrgoch, Llanddyfnan, Llandyfrydog, Llaneugrad, 
Llanfair Mathafarn Eithaf, Llanfihangel Trer Beirdd, Penrhosllugwy, Pentraeth

5,630

Anglesey 1851 HO107_2521A Amlwch Amlwch, (Llanerchymedd), Llaneilian, Llanwenllwyfo 7,770

Brecknockshire 1891 RG12_4572 Llangorse

Cathedine, Gwanymynach, Llandefaelog Trer Graig, Llandefalle, Llanfihangel 
Tal y llyn, Llangasty Tal y llyn, Llangorse, Llanhamlach, Llansanffraid, 
Llanvillo, Llanywern, Llechfaen, Nantyfelin, Scethrog, Talach Ddu, 
Trawscoed, Tredomen, Tylecrwm

2,470

Brecknockshire 1891 RG12_4573 Cwmdu Felindre, Llanfihangel Cwm Du, Tretower 887

Cambridgeshire 1841 HO107_66 Chilford
Babraham, Castle Camps, Great Abington, Great Bartlow, Hildersham, 
Horseheath, Linton, Little Abington, Pampisford, Shudy Camps, West 
Wickham

5,736

Cambridgeshire 1861 RG9_1031 Cheveley
Brinkley, Burrough Green, Cheveley, Dullingham, Kirtling, Stetchworth, 
Westley Waterless, Wood Ditton

4,770

Cambridgeshire 1871 RG10_1362A Melbourn Bassingbourn, (Kneesworth), Foxton, Kneesworth, Litlington, Melbourn 3,155

Cambridgeshire 1871 RG10_1363A Melbourn Melbourn, Meldreth, Shepreth, Shingay, Thriplow, Wendy, Whaddon 2,616

Cambridgeshire 1881 RG11_1679 Gazeley Ashley cum Silverley, Kennett 665



Cardiganshire 1841 HO107_1377 Troed yr aur

Aberporth, (Aber Porth; Llananuerch; Rectorial), Bangor, Bettws Evan 
(Bettws; Llynnchel), Blaenporth (Aber-porth), Brongwyn, Ciliau Aeron, 
Dihewyd, Henllan, Lampeter Pont Stephen (Tref-y-coed), Llandyfriog (Aber; 
Adpar; Penddol), Llandygwydd, Llandyssil (Llanfrene), Llandyssil Is Kerdin, 
Llanfair Orllwyn, Llanfair Trelygen, Llangoedmore, Llangunllo, Llannerch 
Aeron, Llechryd, Mount, Penbryn, Tre Main, Troedyraur, Verwick

12,542

Cardiganshire 1841 HO107_1378 Cardigan Borough Cardigan St Mary 2,965

Cornwall 1841 HO107_154B Isles of Scilly St Agnes 231

Denbighshire 1841 HO107_1400 Chirk

Glyn Traian Division, (Cilcochwin; Crogen-Iddon; Crogen-w-Ladies; 
Enwallo; Havodgynfawr; Nantygwryd; Talygarth), Llangollen, Llangollen 
Traian Division (Bache; Cysyllte; Dinbren; Eglynos Eagle; Issa Trevor; 
Llangollen-Abbots; Llangollen-Fawr; Llangollen-Fechan; Pengwern; 
Rhysgog; Ucha Trevor; Vivod)

4,925

Denbighshire 1871 RG10_5682A Corwen Bryn Eglwys, Llangothen(Eglwysegle;Llangollen Traian), Llantysilio 3,948

Denbighshire 1871 RG10_5684A Corwen Llanarmon Dyffryn Ceiriog, Llangollen, Llansanffraid Glyn Ceiriog 1,131

Derbyshire 1891 RG12_3844A Beighton Beighton, Birley, Hackenthorpe, Sothal 2,869

Devon 1871 RG10_2404A Combe St Nicholas Yarcombe, (Marsh) 762

Devon 1881 RG11_2385A Combe St Nicholas Yarcombe 701

Dorset 1871 RG10_2404B Combe St Nicholas Wambrook 292

Dorset 1881 RG11_2385B Combe St Nicholas Wambrook 264

Essex 1851 HO107_1781C Colechester St Mary Colchester St Mary at the Wall, Colchester St Peter, Lexden, Mile End 4,754

Essex 1861 RG9_1057 West Ham West Ham, (Church Street;Forest Gate;Plaistow) 9,402

Glamorganshire 1871 RG10_5401 Upper Merthyr Tydfil Merthyr Tydfil 3,434

Hertfordshire 1861 RG9_813 Royston Barkway, Reed, Royston, Therfield 3,066



Hertfordshire 1891 RG12_1099 Braughing
Albury, Braughing, Brent Pelham, Furneux Pelham, Puckeridge, Stocking 
Pelham

2,490

Hertfordshire 1891 RG12_1100 Buntingford

Anstey, Ardeley, Aspenden, Broadfield, Buckland, Chipping, Cottered, 
Cromer, Great Hormead, Hare Street, Layston, Little Hormead, Meesden, 
Moor Green, Roe Green, Rushden, Sandon(Roe Green), Throcking, 
Wallington, Westmill, Wood End, Wyddial

5,777

Lancashire 1891 RG12_3372 Burnley
Briercliffe with Extwistle, Burnley, Burwains, Filly Close, Habergham Eaves, 
Holme, Mereclough, New Laund Booth, Reedley Hallows, Whalley, 
Worsthorn with Hurstwood

5,363

Lancashire 1891 RG12_3385 Slaidburn Newton, Slaidburn 1,489

Lincolnshire 1861 RG9_3527A Swinefleet Luddington, (Adlingfleet;Eastoft;Garthorpe;Haldenby;Luddington) 1,756

Merionethshire 1871 RG10_5684 Corwen Corwen, Llansanffraid Glyn Dyfrdwy 2,705

Norfolk 1871 RG10_1618A Terrington St Clement
Clenchwarton, Terrington(St Clement), Terrington St John, Tilney All Saints, 
Tilney St Lawrence, Tilney cum Islington

5,413

Northumberland 1851 HO107_2407 All Saints All Saints, (All Saints) 23,513

Royal Navy 1861 RG9_4434
Royal Navy at sea and 
in ports abroad

Royal Navy at sea and in ports abroad 3,131

Royal Navy 1861 RG9_4435
Royal Navy at sea and 
in ports abroad

Royal Navy at sea and in ports abroad 3,542

Somerset 1911 RG14_14272 North Petherton North Petherton 323

Staffordshire 1891 RG12_2161 Burslem Burslem 5,933

Suffolk 1861 RG9_1031A Cheveley Newmarket All Saints 1,704

Suffolk 1881 RG11_1679A Gazeley Dalham, Dunstall Green, Gazeley, Lidgate, Moulton, Ousden 2,515

Surrey 1871 RG10_809 Ripley Ockham, Send(Ripley), Wisley 2,647



Warwickshire 1871 RG10_3192 Warwick
Barford, Budbrooke, Haseley, Hatton (Beausall; Shrewley), Norton Lindsey, 
Rowington (Pinley), Sherbourne, Wasperton, Wroxall

4,459

Worcestershire 1861 RG9_2096 Hanley
Great Malvern, (Great Malvern), Hanley Castle (Malvern Wells), Little 
Malvern, Welland

6,665

Worcestershire 1861 RG9_2097 Hanley Great Malvern, (Great Malvern; Newland), Madresfield, Powick 4,289

Worcestershire 1861 RG9_2099 Kempsey Croome DAbitot, Earls Croome, Hill Croome, Kempsey, Ripple, Severn Stoke 3,541

Yorkshire - East 
Riding

1871 RG10_4736A Riccall
Hemingbrough, (Barlby; Cliffe cum Lund; Osgodby, South Duffield), 
Kelfield, North Duffield, Riccall, Skipwith

3,548

Yorkshire - North 
Riding

1871 RG10_4279A Wath

East Tanfield, Howgrave, Hutton Conyers, Melmerby, Middleton Quernhow, 
Norton Conyers, Nunwick with Howgrave in Kirklingham, Nunwick with 
Howgrave in Ripon, Sutton Howgrave, Wath, West Tanfield (Nosterfield; 
Thornborough)

1,536

Yorkshire - North 
Riding

1871 RG10_4280A Dishforth
Asenby, Baldersby, Dishforth, Marton le Moor in Kirby Hill, Marton le Moor 
in Topcliffe, Rainton (Newby)

1,451

Yorkshire - North 
Riding

1871 RG10_4281A Boroughbridge
Ellenthorpe, Helperby, Humberton in Aldborough, Humberton in Kirkby Hill, 
Kirby Hill, Langthorpe, Milby in Aldborough, Milby in Kirby Hill, Norton le 
Clay, Thornton Bridge

1,520

Yorkshire - West 
Riding

1891 RG12_3372A Burnley 1,927

Yorkshire - West 
Riding

1891 RG12_3385A Slaidburn Bowland Forest High, Bowland Forest Low, Easington 758



Table Notes

• If the piece number has a letter after it, then this suggests that the upload may only contains some districts 
within the piece, not all districts that make up the piece

FreeCEN1

The last reported update to our old website at h  FreeCEN1   took place on July 6th 2021. Further updates to this 
website have been discontinued, and any new uploads of completed pieces will take place on FreeCEN2 only.

We expect that the old website will be taken off-line at some point.

https://freecen1.freecen.org.uk/
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