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FreeCEN Newsletter — September 2025

Hello All

Welcome to the FreeCEN newsletter for September 2025, and 81 new pieces
have been added to the website since the last edition, around 324,000 entries
between these pieces. Details at the end of this newsletter.

These newsletters are sent on a monthly basis, and are usually sent out
around the 4th of the month.

Congratulations to the Carmarthen team of transcribers as the 1841 census
for the county is now fully transcribed, and available for you to search on the
FreeCEN website.
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Contribution Guidelines

Contributions are welcome, and all received are considered. These should be
emailed to Chris Mahoney (chris.mahoney@freeukgenealogy.org.uk).

They can be in any format, but | do have three particular requests with
contributions.

1. Please do include a scanned image of the census record referred to (if
appropriate) along with relevant source information (i.e. piece number,
folio number, page number, and schedule number)

2. With any images, please include separate copies of these attached to
your email (much easier to work with than copying one out of your
article)

3. If you have quoted another source (or copied an image from
somewhere), please quote what that source is

Previous FreeCEN Newsletters

Past editions of the newsletter are now available to download from the
FreeCEN website. Or go to the “About” page, and then look on the right hand
side under “See Also”.

The previous twelve are there now, all in downloadable PDF format (can also
be read in some internet browsers). Older editions available on request.



https://www.freecen.org.uk/cms/about/freecen-newsletters
mailto:chris.mahoney@freeukgenealogy.org.uk

News from Denise Colbert
(Chief Operating Officer, Free UK Genealogy CIO)

Hello everyone,

In my last update for Q1, | shared news of FreeComETT, the development of
FreeBMD2, and the launch of FreePRO, as well as our plans for the October
Strategy Weekend. Over the past few months, we’ve been building on that
progress and laying important foundations for the future.

FreePRO (FreePROBATE) is really starting to take form. The technical team

have now received a larger sample of the Probate book images and are using
these to refine the technical framework and shape the editorial processes. It's
early days, but exciting to see this project moving from idea into reality.

Alongside this, we’ve been busy preparing on the fundraising side: we're
once again taking part in the Big Give Christmas Challenge with an
ambitious target of raising £40,000 to fund the full digitisation of the Probate
books. To unlock match funding, we need to secure £10,000 in pledges by 5
September. At the time of writing, we’ve already reached £6,600 in pledges
(beating our previous record of £5,000 in 2022!). If you're able and would like
to contribute, you can make a pledge here.

If pledging isn’t possible, please do consider donating during Big Give week
(2—9 December), or helping by sharing our campaign posts on Facebook or
LinkedIn.

FreeBMD2 is now in its final stages, with the team making refinements based
on user feedback ahead of launch in the coming weeks — watch this space!

Meanwhile, we're also tackling financial sustainability on FreeBMD itself,
reviewing advertising placements to balance revenue needs with user
experience.



https://www.linkedin.com/company/10057479
https://www.facebook.com/freeukgen
https://community.biggive.org/s/pledge?campaignId=a05WS000006TTsnYAG

FreeCEN and FreeREG continue to grow steadily thanks to your
contributions. We're also exploring how best to support volunteers who
maywant to take on new responsibilities, including the idea of a dedicated
online volunteer hub to bring our global community together.

You may remember | introduced FreeComETT in my last update — our new
online transcription tool for FreeREG volunteers. Development has continued
in the background this quarter, and while there’s not much to announce just
yet, it remains a key project for us. FreeComETT will make transcription more
accessible and user-friendly, and will play an important role in supporting
volunteers now and in the future.

Finally, planning is well underway for the Strategy Weekend (4-5 October,
Birmingham and online). Building on the pillars of Quality, Value, and
Growth set in 2023, the weekend will be a chance to hear project updates,
explore how we can strengthen our volunteer community, and discuss how to
keep quality at the heart of all we do. | hope many of you will be able to join
us, whether in person or virtually.

You can read more and register your interest here

We have continued to build stronger foundations this quarter, and with
October just around the corner, I'm looking forward to turning strategy into
shared action across our community.

FreeCEN SWOT. To enable us to decide upon FreeCEN's priorities and
challenges, we want to gather your views on the project's Strengths,
Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats.

Please go to our survey form to enter your views



https://forms.gle/iitdim5kSckSXvNX8
https://www.freeukgenealogy.org.uk/news/2025/08/21/strategy-weekend-2025

FreeCEN Vacancies

If you are interested in becoming one of our county coordinators, then this is
for you as we have some roles that we would like to fill. Experience at
transcribing and proofreading for FreeCEN is preferable. Help and support is
available if needed.

We have the following vacancies at present:

Hereford

County has been inactive for a while so no active transcribers at this time.
One year is fully transcribed with some pieces from other years also
complete. We do have scans we can supply you with.

Nottingham

County has five years fully transcribed, with a sixth only needing a few pieces
proofread before that one is complete. There are a small number of
transcribers working on the remaining two years. We do have scans we can
supply you with.

Sussex

County has no coordinator at present, and has been vacant for a while, so no
active transcribers at this time. Three years are fully transcribed, with another
close to it. Some of the uploaded pieces however do need re-validating (but
we may already have someone to do these re-validations). We do have scans
we can supply you with.

If you are interested in taking on one of these counties, or would like to know
more, please let us know.




Interesting People — Walter Harsant

(From Jane Milbourne)

On the 1851 census for Norfolk (piece HO107_1810) as seen below is an
entry for Walter HARSANT, medical practitioner and his family.

Little is known of his early life other than to say that he received several
diplomas, most distinguished by that obtained from the “Royal College of
Surgeons” in London.

These diplomas were put to good use as soon after the 1851 Census Walter
emigrated to New Zealand where he became the “Government Factotum” in
the Te Awamutu and Raglan districts between 1854 and 1878.

More on Walter and his time in New Zealand can be found here.

(Photo of Walter Harsant, and his wife
Anne)



https://tamuseum.org.nz/walter-harsant-1811-1897-by-j-f-mandeno/

Interesting People — Whitwell Elwin

(From Jane Milbourne)

The 1851 census for Norfolk in the town of Reepham (piece HO107_1810)

includes one Whitwell ELWIN, and his family as seen below:
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While the entry itself suggests he is simply the rector of a local parish,
research has revealed that he was an associate of John MURRAY, publisher
to Charles DARWIN and was consulted regularly by John about Charles's

works.

The Friends of Darwin website sums up Whitwell as follows:

“Elwin was a clergyman, and a close associate of Darwin’s

publisher, John Murray, whom Murray consulted regarding most of
his new publications. Murray sent a manuscript of Origin to Elwin for
comment prior to publication. In a long letter to Murray on 3rd May
1859, Elwin praised the style and breadth of Darwin’s valuable work,
but claimed that Darwin’s lack of evidence “would do grievous
injustice to his views”. Instead of rushing into print with the full
volume at this time, said Elwin, why not take up Sir Charles Lyell’'s

earlier suggestion and write a shorter book about Darwin’s

observations on pigeons?”



http://digital.nls.uk/jma/gallery/title.cfm?id=27&seq=4&mode=transcript
https://friendsofdarwin.com/articles/whitwell-elwin/

How Do You Spell That Place Name
(From Chris Mahoney)

Spellings of some place names are as clear as black and white, there is only
the one right answer. Then there are those where variations of the name
exist. And we have those that some of us could easily debate, but not
necessarily be able to back up.

Currently I am working on validations of Yorkshire, and there are place names
which are easy to spell, Leeds, and York just to name two. There is just the
one way to spell these two, and | think we can all agree on these ones
without much discussion. Other place names will be the same in that there is
just the one acceptable way to spell them.

Moving on to one that has been debated is that of Gloster, shortened from
Gloucester. Seen on a good number of pieces, found in documents from
other sources, even BMD refer to Gloster as a valid district in a number of
quarters. A check of the FreeBMD website confirms this, same website page
show variations for a number of other districts, Glandford Brigg appearing just
a few entries above the Gloucester listing is a good sample. Question is, is
Gloster a valid alternative name for Gloucester. As much as | would like to
use Gloster as is, a quick search suggests that there is nothing official to back
this up, and that means, if Gloster does appear as a place of birth, then the
correct thing to do is to add to the entry the alternative name of Gloucester.

A number of places are know to be shortened by people on various
documents. Staying with Yorkshire, Scarborough abbreviated to Scarboro is a
good example. While people will know which place Scarboro refers to, but
again like Gloster, there is nothing official to back these up. As such, if
Scarboro does appear as a place name on a census entry, then we should
also find the correct alternative name of Scarborough added to the same
entry.



https://www.freebmd.org.uk/district-map-alt.html#G

And now we have those places where we have more than one valid way to
spell the name. Take Aberystwyth. GenUKI confirms this spelling as seen on
their map below.

However, in a recent Cardiganshire piece that | validated which is where
Aberystwyth is located, there were about 800 instances of the place being
spelt as Aberystwith. A search for Aberystwith did show a number of sources
where this variation is used. One such example is that of the

"Aberystwith and Welsh Coast Railway" (details on Wikipedia) which

established a railway line between Aberystwyth and Pwillheli. Various
government legislations for the railway have Aberystwith as part of the act's
name.

With places like Aberystwyth, as we can back up Aberystwith as being a valid
name of the place, then our Gazetteer will accept both variations. Another
good Welsh example is that of Llangamarch in the county of Brecon, for
which GenUKI also gives Llangammarch as a valid spelling.

A number of other places are the same, especially those of Irish, Scottish, or
Welsh origin, there are various ways to spell the name, and to go with it, valid
sources that will back them up.



https://www.genuki.org.uk/searcha?keys=llangamarch&antibot_key=tXhAIa8bqmDZVzU1SqWfikoOXPR24nLh9ZbTlszBqEg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aberystwith_and_Welsh_Coast_Railway
https://www.genuki.org.uk/maps/lmap?GR=SN581816&PLACE=ABERYSTWYTH&CCC=CGN

Pieces Uploaded in August 2025

County

Year

Piece

Location

Civil Parishes

Number of
Entries

Anglesey

1851

HO107_2522

Llanddeusant

Bodewryd, Llanbabo, Llanbadrig
(Cemmaes; Clygyrog), Llanddeusant
(Llanddausaint Treffynon), Llanfachreth,
Llanfaethlu, Llanfairynghornwy, Llanfechell
(Llanfechell; Tregcle), Llanfflewyn,
Llanfigael, Llanfwrog, Llanrhwydrys,
Llanrhyddlad, Rhosbeirio

6,032

Anglesey

1851

HO107_2522A

Holyhead

Bodedern, Holyhead, Llanfair yn Neubwill,
Llanfihangel Yn Nhowyn, Llanynghened|,
Rhoscolyn

11,476

Berkshire

1861

RGY 724

Hungerford

Hungerford, (Charnham Street; Edington,
Hidden and Newtown; Hungerford;
Sanden-Fee)

3,029
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Gwarafog, Llanafan Fawr, Llanafan
Fechan, Llanddewi Abergwesyn,

Brecknockshire 1891 | RG12_4565 Abergwessin Llanfihangel Abergwesyn, Llanfihangel 2,392
Brynpabuan, Llangamarch, Llanllywenfel,
Penbuallt, Pentre Liwyn Llwyd, Treflis
Cambridge Holy Sepulchre, Cambridge St
Cambridgeshire 1861 | RG9 1027 St Giles Clement, Cambridge St Giles (Magdalen 4,195
College), Cambridge St Peter
Cambridgeshire 1881 | RG11_1660 Fulbourn Cherry Hinton, Chesterton 6,641
Fen Ditton, Fulbourn All Saints and St
. . Vigors, Great Wilbraham, Horningsea,
Cambridgeshire 1881 | RG11_1661 Fulbourn Little Wilbraham, Milton, Stow cum Quy, 4,988
Teversham
Cardiganshire 1911 | RG14_33312 | Penbryn Penbryn 331
Cardiganshire 1911 | RG14_33313 | Penbryn Penbryn 175
Cardiganshire 1911 | RG14_33314 | Penbryn Penbryn 234
Cardiganshire 1911 | RG14 33315 | Penbryn Penbryn 148
Cardiganshire 1911 | RG14_33316 | Penbryn Penbryn 267
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Abergwili, (Abergwilly; Cricklas;
Glantawy;Hengil; Veney; Ystyngwilly),
Abernant (Tallog), Cenarth (Aberarad;
Newcastle Emlyn; Dolbryn; Emlyn;
Gellygally; Kenarth), Cilrhedyn (Blananllyn;
Capel-Evan; Cwmcych; Cwmforgan;

Carmarthenshire 1841 | HO107_1383 | Elvet Pentych), Conwil Elfed. Llanegwad 16,436

(Llechfraith; Llechgron; Llethergele; Miros;

Monachty; Ystrad), Llangeler,

Llanllawddog (Rhydyrgane), Llanpumsaint,

Merthyr, Newchurch, Penboyr, Tre Lech Ar

Betws
Cheshire 1861 | RG9_1920A Audley Barthomley, (Balterley) 281
Cheshire 1861 | RG9 2993A Dukinfield Stockport, (Dukinfield) 4,740
Cheshire 1861 | RG9 2996A Dukinfield Stockport, (Dukinfield; Stalybridge) 5,518
Cheshire 1861 | RG9_2997A Dukinfield Stockport, (Stalybridge) 5,424
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Denbighshire

1841

HO107_1401

Chirk

Llan y Mynech, (Carreghova), Llanrhaeadr
Ym Mochnant (Gartheryr; Henfache;
Homlet; Isaf Benhadlaf; Llanrhaiadr;
Trebrys-Fach; Trebrys-Fawr; Trefeiliw;
Trewern; Ucha-f-Benhadlaf), Llansanffraid
Glyn Ceiriog (Glyn-Fechan; Isaf Nantyr;
Uchaf Nantyr), Llansilin (Bodlith;
Estynallan; Isfoel Rhiwlas; Llansilin;
Lledrode; Lloran; Moelfre; Priddbwil;
Sychart; Uchfoel Rhiwlas)

4,443

Derbyshire

1861

RG9_1964A

Burton upon Trent

Burton upon Trent, (Branstone; Burton-
upon-Trent)

3,461

Dorset

1891

RG12_1902A

Milborne Port

Buckhorn Weston, Kington Magna

940

Essex

1861

RG9_1072

Hornchurch

Cranham, Great Warley, Hornchurch,
Rainham, Upminster, Wennington

6,292

Essex

1861

RGY9_1078

Ingatestone

Buttsbury, East Hanningfield, Fryerning,
Ingatestone, Margaretting, Rettendon,
Runwell, South Hanningfield, Stock, West
Hanningfield, Woodham Ferrers

6,460

Essex

1861

RGY9_1079

Chelmsford

Chelmsford, (Moulsham), Widford

7,954

Flintshire

1871

RG10_3738A

Hawarden

page 13

Hope

2,604




Upper Merthyr

Glamorganshire 1871 | RG10_5398 Tydfil Merthyr Tydfil 6,024
: Upper Merthyr ,
Glamorganshire 1871 | RG10_5400 Tydfi Merthyr Tydfil 5,327
Gloucestershire 1861 | RG9 2230A Stratford on Avon | Clifford Chambers, Preston on Stour 725
Gloucestershire 1861 | RG9 2231A Old Stratford Dorsington, Marston Sicca 504
Chipping Campden, Ebrington, limington,
Gloucestershire 1861 | RG9 2237A Campden Mickleton (Clopton; Hidcote Bartrim; 3,904
Mickleton), Quinton (Admington)
Gloucestershire 1871 | RG10_2633 Stroud Stroud 3,729
Gloucestershire 1891 | RG12_2486B | Halford [Imington 738
Alton, Binstead (Issington; Week;
Hampshire 1841 | HO107_381A | Alton Westcote; Wheatley), Chawton, Coldrey, 6,471
Dockenfield, Froyle, New Alresford
. . Ganarew, Garway, Llanrothall, Welsh
Herefordshire 1871 | RG10_5301A | Dingestow Bicknor, Welsh Newton, Whitchurch 2,086
. Flamstead, Great Gaddesden, Markyate,
Hertfordshire 1891 | RG12_1125 Flamstead Pepperstock, Trowley Bottom, Water End 2,638
Lancashire 1861 | RG9 2754 St Helens Prescot, (Sutton) 5,395
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Chorlton upon

Lancashire 1891 | RG12_3182 Chorlton upon Medlock 7,100
Medlock
Lancashire 1891 | RG12 3342 Whitworth Bacup, Spotland 6,280
Lancashire 1891 |RG12_3387  Clitheroe Chatburn, Clitheroe, Clitheroe Castle, 5,275
- Downham, Mearley, Twiston, Worston

Barrow Bridge, Little Mitton, Netherton,

Lancashire 1891 | RG12_3389 Whalley Pendleton, Sabden, Standen, Standen 3,164
Hey, Whalley, Wiswell
Bolton Green, Charnock Green, Charnock

Lancashire 1891 | RG12_3426 Chorley Richard, Chorley, Coppull, Heapey, 5,891
Standish, Welch Whittle

Leicestershire 1861 | RG9 2191A Atherstone 215
Healing, Heapham, Hemingby, Hemswell
(Spittal-in-the-Street), Hibaldstow,

Lincolnshire 1841 | HO107_637 West Aslacoe Hogsthorpe, Holton cum Beckering, Holton 9,462

le Clay, Horkstow, Horncastle, Horsington,
Humberston, Hundleby, Huttoft
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West Bolingbroke

Waddingham, Waddingworth, Wainfleet All
Saints, Wainfleet St Mary, Waithe,
Walesby (Otby), Walesby (Risby),

Lincolnshire 1841 | HO107_648 Soke Walmsgate, Waltham, Well, Welton 5,756

(Ryland), Welton le Marsh (Boothby),

Welton le Wold, Westville, Whitton
Lincolnshire 1871 | RG10_4725A | Epworth Belton, Epworth, Wroot 4,656
Lincolnshire 1871 | RG10_4728A  Crowle é':;‘vz[g(eééaig{tggg’t’A}g‘;%té? 5,204
Merionethshire 1871 | RG10_5685 Bala Llangower, Llanuwchllyn 1,499
Merionethshire 1871 | RG10_5690 Barmouth Dolgellau 2,779
Merionethshire 1871  RG10_5692 Barmouth Llanaber, (Barmouth), Llanenddwyn 2,096
Merionethshire 1871 RG10_5695 #ﬁg‘;‘;‘:ﬂge' y Landecwyn, Llanfihangel y Traethau 2413
Merionethshire 1871 | RG10_5696 Festiniog Festiniog 2,936
Middlesex 1891 | RG12_1075 Tottenham Stamford Hill, Tottenham, West Green 6,931
Northamptonshire 1861 | RG9_2243A Southam 27
Northumberland 1851 HO107 2408 | Byker All Saints, (All Saints; Byker; Heaton; St 12,358
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Nottinghamshire

1861

RGY 2492A

Stapleford

Attenborough, (Chilwell;Toton), Bramcote

1,829

Staffordshire

1861

RG9_1920

Audley

Audley, (Talk-o'-th'- Hill), Betley

3,288

Staffordshire

1861

RG9_1964

Burton upon Trent

Tatenhill, (Barton-under-Needwood)

1,612

Suffolk

1841

HO107_1035

Stow

Buxhall, Combs, Creeting St Peter, Great
Finborough, Harleston, Haughley, Little
Finborough, Old Newton (Dagworth),
Onehouse, Shelland, Stowmarket (Chilton;
Gipping), Stowupland, Wetherden

9,088

Warwickshire

1861

RG9 2191

Atherstone

Ansley, Baddesley Ensor, Baxterley,
Merevale, Polesworth (Warton; Wilnecote),
Shustoke(Bentley)

3,287

Warwickshire

1861

RG9 2230

Stratford on Avon

Atherstone on Stour, Old Stratford
(Stratford-on-Avon), Snitterfield, Stratford
on Avon, Whitchurch

4,941

Warwickshire

1861

RGY 2231

Old Stratford

Alveston, Billesley, Binton, Old Stratford
(Luddington; Old Stratford), Temple
Grafton, Welford (Bickmarsh and Little
Dorsington), Weston on Avon (Milcote)

5,514

Warwickshire

1861

RGY 2237

Campden
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lImington, (llmington)

1,006




Warwickshire

1861

RG9_2240

Halford

Butlers Marston, Compton Wyniates,
Halford, Idlicote, Oxhill, Pillerton Hersey,
Pillerton Priors, Tysoe, Whatcote

2,772

Warwickshire

1861

RG9_2243

Southam

Lower Shuckburgh, Napton on the Hill,
Southam, Stockton, Stoneton, Ufton,
Upper Shuckburgh, Watergall,
Wormleighton

3,527

Warwickshire

1871

RG10_3102

St Thomas

Birmingham

4,784

Warwickshire

1891

RG12 2464

Solihull

Solihull

165

Warwickshire

1891

RG12 2486

Halford

Brailes, Butlers Marston, Compton
Wyniates, Halford, Honington, Idlicote,
llmington, Oxhill, Pillerton Hersey, Pillerton
Priors, Tysoe, Whatcote, Winderton

3,447

Wiltshire

1851

HO107_1836B

Chippenham

Chippenham, (Allington; Derry Hill;
Nethermore; Stanley; Studley; Tytherton-
Lucas), Hardenhuish, Langley Burrell,
Laycock, Pewsham (Derry Hill)

7,990

Wiltshire

1851

HO107_1836C

Christian Malford
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Avon, Christian Malford, Draycot Cerne,
Kellaways, Kington St Michael (Easton
Piercy; Kington St Michael; Langley),
Seagry (Lower Seagry; Upper Seagry),
Stanton St Quintin, Sutton Benger

3,407




Wiltshire

1851

HO107_1837

Calne

Blackland, Bowood (Derry Hill), Bremhill
(Charlcott; Derry Hill;East Tytherton;
Foxham; Spirthill; Studley), Calne
(Beversbrook; Blackland; Calne; Calstone;
Derry Hill; Eastmead-Street; Quemerford;
Stock; Stockley; Studley; Whetham;
Whitley), Calstone Wellington, Cherhill,
Compton Bassett, Heddington, Highway,
Hilmarton (Beversbrook; Catcomb;
Cleveaney or Cleave-Anstey; Goatacre;
Littlecot), Yatesbury

9,237

Wiltshire

1861

RGO _724A

Hungerford

Great Bedwyn, (Crofton; East
Grafton;Martin; West Grafton; Wexcombe;
Wilton; Wolfhall), Hippenscombe, Little
Bedwyn (Chisburg), Tidcombe (Fosbury)

3,105

Worcestershire

1861

RG9 2101

Evesham

Church Lench, Evesham (St Lawrence),
Fladbury (Abbots Lench or Hob Lench),
Harvington, Norton, Rouse Lench

3,361

Worcestershire

1861

RGY 2230B

Stratford on Avon

Alderminster

522

Worcestershire

1861

RG9_2240A

Halford

Tredington, (Blackwell; Darlingscott;
Newbold, Armscott and Talton)

1,108

Worcestershire

1891

RG12_2464A

Solihull

Sparkhill, Yardley

5,450
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Armscott, Darlingscott, Longdon, Newbold,

Worcestershire 1891 | RG12_2486A | Halford : 926
— Tredington

Yorkshire North Benningbrough, Haxby, Overton (Skelton),

Riding 1871 | RG10_4742A | Skelton Rawcliffe, Skelton, Wigginton 1,671
E‘i’éz‘;’g're West 1891 RG12_3387A  Clitheroe Bashall Eaves, Grindleton, Waddington 1,679
g‘i’éz‘:g"e West 1891 | RG12_3389A | Whalley Great Mitton 146
Yorkshire West 1891 | RG12_3426A | Chorley 275
Riding

Yorkshire West 1891 RG12 3678  Wortley Wortley 7.216
Riding

Yorkshire West 1891 RG12 3689 | North Leeds Leeds 7,022

Riding

Table Notes

« If the piece number has a letter after it, then this suggests that the upload may only include some of the listed

districts for the piece, but not necessarily all of them.
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FreeCEN1

The last reported update to our old website at FreeCEN1 took place on July 6th 2021. Further updates to this website
have been discontinued, and any new uploads of completed pieces will take place on FreeCEN2 only.

We expect that the old website will be taken off-line at some point.
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